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It’s now cheaper to print color figures in KI
Have you been concerned in the past about the cost of print-
ing color figures in Kidney International (KI)? KI has listened 
to your concerns and is now offering permanently reduced 
pricing for color figures—a flat fee of $500 per printed page, 
no matter how many color figures are on a page. This pricing 
is more affordable for authors and competitive with other top 
scientific journals. We want to make it easier for authors to 
publish the color figures that demonstrate important scien-
tific findings, and our new pricing reflects our commitment to 
achieving this goal.
Proteins of the  
slit diaphragm
The podocyte is the center of glomeru-
lar diseases, and mutations in a number 
of slit diaphragm proteins cause pro-
teinuric renal diseases. However, we 
do not have a complete catalog of the 
proteins of the slit diaphragm, which 
is necessary to analyze the genetic 
disposition for proteinuric diseases. 
Pierchala et al. developed a method for 
isolation of the slit diaphragm with dif-
ferential centrifugation, using some of 
the well-known components as a guide 
to purification. A proteomic analysis 
of the slit diaphragm revealed several 
expected and unexpected proteins. One 
unexpected protein was CLIC5, a puta-
tive chloride channel, and the authors 
document its localization in the slit 
diaphragm. Mice lacking this protein 
indeed had proteinuria and decreased 
length of foot processes. This catalog 
should prove very useful for investiga-
tors in this field. See page 868.
Chemokine ligand 
2 and its receptor 
CCR2 in diabetic 
nephropathy
Chronic inflammation appears to be 
a concomitant of a large number of 
chronic diseases, including diabetic 
nephropathy. Recently, Kang et al. 
tested the role of chemokine ligand 2 
(CCL2) and its receptor CCR2 in dia-
betic nephropathy. They used a CCR2 
antagonist and found that it improved 
insulin resistance and plasma insulin 
levels as well as lipid abnormalities. 
Further treatment with the antago-
nist reduced the proteinuria and other 
factors associated with inflammation, 
such as cytokine synthesis and lipid 
peroxidation, often invoked as causa-
tive agents in tissue fibrosis in this 
model. These studies point to a role of 
this system in the mediation of inflam-
mation and its associated anomalies, 
such as insulin resistance and lipid 
anomalies, in diabetic nephropathy. 
See page 883.
Duration of acute 
kidney injury and 
mortality risk
Most studies on acute kidney injury 
(AKI) are based on the magnitude of 
the rise in serum creatinine. Coca et al. 
studied the role of the duration of AKI 
using the large database of the Veter-
ans Affairs Medical Centers, where 
35,000 diabetic patients were under-
going their first non-cardiac surgery. 
Almost 18% of the patients had some 
form of AKI. Both the severity and 
the duration of the AKI were inde-
pendently associated with mortality. 
See page 926.
